
Wisconsin

1} Lighthouses Ten historic 
lighthouses punctuate the 
shores of Door County, and 
several are open to the public 
in summer months. One of the 
easiest to visit is Eagle Bluff, an 
1868 beauty in Peninsula State 
Park. Tours offered daily during 
summer. At Cana Island Light in 
Bailey’s Harbor, part of the fun is 
getting there: Visitors walk across 
a rocky causeway to the island.

2} Hiking in State Parks 
Five state parks showcase 
Door County’s natural beauty. 
Explore rocky coves and sandy 
arcs at Newport State Park near 
Northport, high bluffs above 
Green Bay at Peninsula State 
Park and golden beaches at 
Whitefish Dunes State Park. At 
nearby Cave Point, Lake Michigan 
waves boom and shatter against 
50-foot-high limestone ledges. 

Wedged between the 
sheltered waters of Green 
Bay and the vast expanse 
of Lake Michigan, Door 
County long has ranked 
as one of the Midwest’s 
most popular vacation 
destinations. The ragged 
300-mile shoreline often 
takes center stage, dotted 
with winsome villages, busy 
marinas, bluffs, beaches and 
all sorts of inns and resorts. 
Bayside towns feature shops, 
restaurants and galleries 
that contribute to a rich art 
scene. The Lake Michigan 
shore is the peninsula’s side 
with quaint towns, beaches 
and wetlands. The interior 
offers its own charms, from 
orchards to galleries and 
summer stock theater.  

3} Fish Boil Several area 
restaurants host Door County’s 
traditional fisherman’s feast. 
For this part meal and part 
performance, cooks boil fresh 
whitefish, red potatoes and 
onions in an enormous cast-iron 
kettle over an open fire. Tossing 
kerosene on the flames creates 
a fireball that signals it’s almost 
time to eat. Save room for the 
signature dessert—cherry pie.

4} Art Galleries Door 
County scenes have inspired 
countless artists, and more 
than 100 galleries line Main 
Streets and back roads. With a 
main building inspired by Door 
County’s octagonal barns, The 
Peninsula School of Art serves as 
a hub for the area’s art colony. 
Visitors can view exhibits or 
register for workshops. Guided 
tours available on Fridays.   

5} Plein Air Performing 
Arts Open-air stage shows are 
a great way to spend a Door 
County evening. Peninsula Players 
Theatre is the country’s oldest 
professional resident summer 
theater, producing Broadway 
shows on the shore of Green 
Bay. Everyone gathers around a 
bonfire at intermission. American 
Folklore Theatre performs original 
musical comedies under a canopy 
of trees and stars at the Peninsula 
State Park Amphitheatre. 

6} Iconic Restaurants 
The diverse dining scene 
includes landmarks that have 
been delighting visitors for 
generations. In Sister Bay, Al 
Johnson’s Swedish Restaurant 
is loved for Swedish pancakes 
and lingonberries along with 
live goats that nibble on the 
building’s sod roof. Wilson’s 
Restaurant and Ice Cream Parlor 
has been an Ephraim institution 
since 1906. Order flame-broiled 
burgers, freshly brewed root beer 
and ice cream cones that come 
with a jellybean in the bottom. 

7} Orchards Apple and 
cherry orchards crosshatch the 
Door peninsula and thrive in the 
insulating climate of surrounding 
Great Lakes waters. Visitors load 
up on freshly picked fruit at farm 
stands that dot the countryside 
as well as larger venues. During 
peak season, Seaquist Orchards 
Farm Market north of Sister Bay 
sells more than 700 cherry pies a 
week—plus cherry salsa, cherry 
vinaigrette dressing and dozens 
of other cherry creations.

8} Sturgeon Bay Straddling 
the canal bisecting the Door 
Peninsula, Sturgeon Bay plays a 
dual role as a resort town and 
longtime shipbuilding center. 
Shipyards along the shore and 
huge freighters passing through 
the canal add to the nautical 
air. The Door County Maritime 
Museum has hands-on exhibits 
(steer a steamship!) and tours of 
docked vessels. 

9} Cycling in Peninsula 
State Park The 9.6-mile 
Sunset Trail offers a great 
introduction to Peninsula State 
Park, which juts into Green Bay 
between Fish Creek and Ephraim. 
The relatively flat gravel trail 
begins at the Fish Creek entrance 
and winds along the western 
and northern parts of the park, 
through forest, over marsh and 
rarely far from bay waters. 

10} Washington Island 
This 35-square-mile island rests 
off the tip of Door County, just 
a half-hour ferry ride across 
the once-treacherous waters 
that mariners dubbed “Death’s 
Door.”Cycling is a great way 
to explore quiet roads and 
reach attractions like the Farm 
Museum, traditional Norwegian 
Stavkirke (church), the Art and 
Nature Center and island beaches. 

10 Top Things to See and Do in 
Door county
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Wisconsin

1} Canoeing and 
Kayaking With more than 
3,000 lakes, paddlers can explore 
a lifetime worth of canoeing 
and kayaking destinations in the 
Minocqua area. In the Northern 
Highland American Legion State 
Forest, 19 designated wilderness 
lakes like the Partridge Lake Wild 
Area make for especially placid 
paddling, free of powerboats 
and shoreline development. Bald 
eagles and osprey often glare 
down from treetops, scanning 
the lake for fish. 

2} Hiking Inhale the heady 
scent of sun-warmed pines in 
the Northern Highland American 
Legion State Forest. Nearly  
80 miles of trails stitch through 
thick forests of hemlock, pine, 
spruce and fir. The hilly Fallison 
Lake Nature Trail wanders over 
a spongy carpet of pine needles 

It’s fitting that the town 
of Minocqua rises on a 
peninsula nearly surrounded 
by Minocqua Lake. The North 
Woods community serves 
as a hub for this vacation 
area and its more than 3,000 
lakes. There’s more water 
than land in this region, 
which boasts one of the 
greatest concentrations of 
glacial lakes in the world. 
No wonder families have 
been vacationing here for 
generations. Tap into that 
heritage at old-time supper 
clubs and mom-and-pop 
resorts tucked into the pines. 
Visitors return every year 
to their favorite cabin or 
resort. Anglers come back 
for trophy-size muskie and 
northern pike. 

and passes bogs on a 2.5-mile 
loop around the wilderness lake. 

3} Water Spectacles 
Since 1950, the Min-Aqua Bats 
Water Ski Club has hosted free 
water ski shows on Minocqua 
Lake. Check out the graceful, 
and sometimes daring, moves at 
the Aqua Bowl on Wednesday, 
Friday and Sunday throughout 
the summer. In nearby Woodruff, 
Scheer’s Lumberjack Show wows 
spectators with demonstrations 
of log rolling, axe-throwing, 
speed carving and other tricks of 
this traditional Wisconsin trade. 

4} Trophy Fish Whether it’s 
a hobby or a passion, angling 
for Wisconsin’s big game fish, 
the muskellunge, brings many 
to Minocqua. With a strong 
torpedo-like body and ferocious-
looking teeth, the muskie is a 
legendary fighter. Local shops 
can provide the beefy gear you 
need and direct you to productive 
waters, like Trout Lake and  
Lac du Flambeau. 

5} Supper Clubs Minocqua 
is the perfect place to experience 
a classic Wisconsin supper 
club. Although the definition is 
decidedly hazy, these eateries are 
homey, casual gathering spots 
often with a 1960s feel and 
located along a highway outside 
of town. Menus include dishes 
like prime rib and a Friday night 
fish fry. Ever-popular choices in 
Minocqua include Bosacki’s on 
US-51 and Mama’s on WI-70.

6} Gangster Legends 
Famous gangsters, such as John 
Dillinger, Baby Face Nelson, Al 
Capone and Bugs Moran, hid out 
in the Wisconsin North Woods in 
the 1930s, a story documented 
in Johnny Depp’s 2009 film, 
Public Enemies. The Wisconsin 
Department of Tourism provides 
an online map showing Public 
Enemies filming locations, as 
well as some real-life gangster 

hideouts like Minocqua’s Norwood 
Pines Supper Club, nearly hidden 
in a cluster of red pines. 

7} Loons The haunting
wail of the common loon is the 
soundtrack of the North Woods. 
The whistling warble seems to 
dance across area lakes each 
evening. Contrary to its name, 
the loon is not all that common. 
This fish-eating, diving bird 
demands cool, clear water and 
undeveloped shores for nesting—
all common in these lakelands.
 
8} Bearskin State Trail 
This 18-mile crushed-gravel path 
follows an abandoned railroad 
grade, stretching from Minocqua 
south toward Rhinelander. The 
relatively flat route wanders 
through forest and along a 
dozen lakes, crossing Bearskin 
Creek several times on wooden 
bridges and railroad trestles. 
Watch for white-tailed deer, 
which are common, and even the 
occasional black bear. 

9} Wildwood Wildlife 
Park Kids can feed all kinds  
of critters—from goats to 
camels—at this park that’s part 
petting zoo and part educational 
center. While some of the animals 
and birds are in enclosures, others 
roam next to trails. The complex 
includes a train ride, paddleboat 
lake and trout pond. One of the 
newest attractions is the Parakeet 
Budgie Encounter, a walk-
through aviary with hundreds of 
tame parakeets. 

10} Ojibwe Culture 
Waswagoning brings to life  
the culture and traditions of the 
region’s native Ojibwe people at 
this 20-acre re-created village on 
the shores of Moving Cloud Lake. 
Each birchbark lodge interprets 
an aspect of Ojibwe life, from 
canoe building to hide tanning 
and weaving. Tours are available 
Tuesday through Saturday,  
June through August.

10 Top Things to See and Do in 
Minocqua

Minocqua Lake
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Wisconsin

1} Kayak Trips Sea kayaks 
may be the best way to explore 
the Apostle Islands. They’re 
seaworthy enough to handle 
open-water passages between 
islands and nimble enough to 
explore the sandstone ledges and 
caves along the island shores. 
Outfitters like Living Adventure 
offer day trips, or multiday 
paddling and camping adventures, 
that even beginners can handle.  

2} Apostle Islands Boat 
Tour Apostle Island Cruises 
offers a variety of narrated tours 
through the Apostle Islands 
archipelago, past rich russet 
sandstone formations and the 
historic lighthouses, a few of 
which are open for tours in 
summer months. Some of the 
itineraries allow stops for an hour 
or two to let passengers explore 
the islands on foot. 

Perched on a hillside, 
Bayfield commands views of 
the Apostle Islands National 
Lakeshore. Twenty-two 
wooded islands scatter just 
offshore like emeralds in a 
sapphire sea. Bayfield makes 
an excellent base camp for 
exploring the Apostles and 
the Lake Superior shore. 
Start at the National Park 
Visitor Center, housed in 
the old brownstone county 
courthouse. Shops, galleries, 
restaurants and museums 
cluster along the curving 
lakefront and the Main 
Street, while inns climb the 
hills for scenic views. At 
the busy marina, ferries, 
sailboats and kayaks aim for 
the islands, a destination for 
adventurers of all skill levels.  

3} Madeline Island The 
ferry from Bayfield takes just 15 
minutes to reach this largest and 
best known of the Apostle Islands 
(and the only one not part of 
the national lakeshore). The boat 
docks at La Pointe, the only town, 
with a few shops, restaurants 
and a museum that recounts the 
island’s history as a fur trading 
post. Drive or cycle to Big Bay 
State Park, where protected 
waters draw swimmers, bird-
watchers and campers. 

4} Big Top Chautauqua 
Sometimes called the Carnegie 
Hall of tent shows, the Lake 
Superior Big Top Chautauqua 
has performed under an 
old-fashioned big top south 
of Bayfield since 1986. The 
popular tent show features some 
big-name musical talent and 
wonderful dramatic musicals  
like Keeper of the Light, with 
images and songs about Lake 
Superior history. 

5} Bayfield Maritime 
Museum Designed to resemble 
a old shipyard building, this 
museum on the south end of 
First Street celebrates Bayfield’s 
150 years of Great Lakes history. 
Experience exhibits and hands-on 
demonstrations on boatbuilding, 
commercial fishing, sailor crafts, 
shipwrecks and lighthouses. 

6} You-Pick Farms Family-
owned apple orchards form 
tidy rows along the ridge above 
Bayfield. Many visitors come in 
fall to choose from dozens of 
you-pick varieties, along with 
pies, jams, caramel apples and 
other homemade goodies. But 
spring serves up its own delights. 
White blossoms cover the trees, 
and the air is thick with their 
sweet, juicy scent. More to see: 
Hauser’s Superior View Farm sells 
flowers; pick fruit at Blue Vista 
Farm, which practices sustainable 
farming; pick strawberries and 
apples at Erickson’s Orchard.

7} Old Rittenhouse Inn 
There isn’t a better place to enjoy 
the beauty of this region than 
on the wraparound porch of 
this mansion. A favorite bed-
and-breakfast inn, this 1892 
Queen Anne is also a prime 
example of Bayfield’s Victorian 
architecture. The community’s 
bounty of mansions are proof of 
the wealth generated here in the 
19th century, when Bayfield was 
a successful lumbering, shipping 
and fishing center. 

8} Bayfield Heritage 
Tours These 90-minute walking 
tours highlight Bayfield’s historic 
sites. Costumed guides assume 
the identities of men and women 
who lived in Bayfield and offer 
wonderful insights into the 
personalities who settled the 
town and helped it grow. Most 
tours begin at Bayfield’s Carnegie 
Library. Reservations required.

9} Bicycling In and around 
the town, bicycling is popular 
with families. Rent bikes for an 
hour or the day at Bayfield Bike 
Route, which offers maps with 
suggested routes around the  
area based on skill level. Hop 
on the Brownstone Trail, an old 
railroad grade, for an easy 5-mile 
ride along Lake Superior. For 
longer rides, try these trails: Sand 
Loop with views of the Apostle 
Islands (27 miles), hilly Star Route 
Road (20 miles), newly paved 
Brinks (40 miles).

10} Memorable Meals
The setting and generations-old 
vacation tradition inspire all sorts 
of restaurants that could qualify 
as getaways on their own. Three 
favorites, all owned by Bayfield 
legend, and heiress to Andersen 
Windows, Mary Rice: The Egg Toss 
Bakery Cafe, a local breakfast 
staple; Wild Rice Restaurant for 
fine dining in a sleek setting; 
and Maggie’s, a fusion of quirky 
decor, Wisconsin favorites and 
fresh offerings like specialty pizza.

10 Top Things to See and Do in 
Bayfield

The Brownstone Trail
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Wisconsin

1} Milwaukee Art 
Museum This popular 
destination along the lakefront 
is a stunner inside and out. 
Famed Spanish architect Santiago 
Calatrava designed its eye-
catching Quadracci Pavilion and 
its moving brise soleil—72 steel 
fins that unfurl from the roof like 
the wings of a gull, stretching 
200 feet. The moving sculpture 
goes into graceful action every 
day at opening, noon and 
closing, weather permitting. 
Permanent works include pieces 
by artists such as Andy Warhol, 
Georgia O’Keeffe, Edgar Degas, 
Winslow Homer and more. 

2} Lakefront Milwaukee 
makes the most of its Lake 
Michigan setting, with several 
beaches, parks, bike paths and 
greenspaces providing plenty 
of public access to the lake. 

Wisconsin’s largest city looks 
the part, with a skyline 
that rises from the scenic 
shores of Lake Michigan 
and the Milwaukee River. 
Even though the metro 
population tops 2 million, 
Milwaukee still charms 
visitors with its authentic 
ethnic neighborhoods. A 
recent renaissance has added 
a sophisticated spark, too. 
The vibe is especially evident 
along the Milwaukee River, 
the historic Third Ward south 
of downtown, and the Lake 
Michigan waterfront, where 
an expanded art museum, 
new maritime museum, 
cruise ship center, and parks 
and paths combine to form a 
growing cultural corridor and 
appealing public spaces.

Bradford Beach is one of the 
most popular, a 30-acre county 
park on the city’s near north side, 
with sand volleyball courts and a 
Jet Ski concession. 

3} Summerfest and other 
Waterfront Festivals 
Milwaukee’s lakefront comes alive 
with music and ethnic foods each 
summer. Summerfest started it 
all. The 10-day event held at the 
Henry W. Maier Festival Grounds 
ranks as one of the largest 
music fests in the nation. The 
site also hosts a stream of ethnic 
festivals—including German Fest 
and Polish Fest—with music, 
food and crafts that reflect 
Milwaukee’s melting pot.

4} Miller Park The National 
League Milwaukee Brewers 
play in stunning Miller Park. 
The stadium features a large 
retractable dome with glass 
panels that allow for a natural- 
turf ball diamond. In keeping 
with the city’s heritage, fans 
cheer mascot Bernie Brewer and 
sing along to Roll Out the Barrel 
at the seventh-inning stretch.

5} German Food 
Milwaukee celebrates its mix of 
immigrant cultures, but German 
dominates along Old World 
Third Street downtown. That’s 
where you’ll find Usinger’s, the 
nation’s preeminent sausage 
maker, and Mader’s, the place to 
order authentic sauerbraten and 
oxtail soup. Across the river, Karl 
Ratzsch’s is a perennial fine-dining 
favorite, famous for Rouladen, 
schnitzel and roast goose. 

6} Brewery Heritage 
Hardworking German immigrants 
built Milwaukee’s venerable 
brewing industry, which once 
produced a third of the nation’s 
beer. Miller Brewing Co. offers 
tours combining historical 
stops with a look at modern 
beer making at its downtown 
Milwaukee plant. Pabst Mansion 

tours offer a look at the opulent 
home of another beer baron. 

7} Friday Night Fish Fry 
Come Friday night, high-end 
dining rooms and corner taverns 
alike serve fish fillets dredged in 
beer batter and deep-fried. Enjoy 
yours with French fries and cole 
slaw or maybe German potato 
salad. Most traditional is lake 
perch, though Icelandic cod has 
become prevalent. Add a local 
beer for a meal as Milwaukee as 
you can get.

8} The Historic Third 
Ward A steady parade of new 
residents, restaurants, shops 
and galleries has revamped 
Milwaukee’s warehouse district 
just a few blocks south of 
downtown. The area’s vibrant 
atmosphere comes with a 
creative flair, thanks to the 
Broadway Theatre Center and 
Milwaukee Institute of Art and 
Design. Another neighborhood 
favorite is the block-long 
Milwaukee Public Market, filled 
with nearly two dozen specialty 
merchants. Browse antiques and 
more from some 50 dealers at 
Riverview Antique Market.

9} Harley Davidson 
Museum A 20-acre museum 
complex celebrates this proudly 
American motorcycle company, 
founded in Milwaukee more than 
a century ago. Interactive galleries 
include a room with touch 
screens that release each historic 
engine’s rumble and another 
that lets visitors sit atop a “hog” 
while footage of farms, lakes and 
rivers washes across a 180-degree 
movie screen.

10} Frozen Custard 
Rich, creamy frozen custard is a 
tradition in the Dairy State. Order 
up a cone or malt at custard 
stands like Leon’s, Gilles and 
Kopp’s, Milwaukee institutions 
that inspired Big Al’s Drive-In of 
Happy Days fame.  

10 Top Things to See and Do in 
Milwaukee

Milwaukee Art Museum
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Wisconsin

1} The Dane County 
Farmers Market Considered 
the largest producer-only farmers 
market in the nation, it’s hard to 
top both the food quality and the 
setting of this Saturday-morning 
institution. More than 100 
farmers and other vendors from 
south-central Wisconsin line the 
eight leafy blocks of the Capital 
Square to sell everything from 
sweet corn to fresh cheese curds.
 
2} The Restaurant Scene 
Combine this city’s creative spirit 
and the farm-fresh ingredients 
available in the surrounding 
countryside and from the city’s 
legendary farmers market, and 
you get a dazzling menu of 
eateries. No matter your taste, 
budget or ethics, Madison serves 
a meal to match. Great Dane 
Brewing Company appeals 
to eco-eaters with its all-local 

Wedged between glittering 
lakes, Madison would be 
worth a visit for its setting 
alone. But visitors quickly 
discover many reasons to 
enjoy Wisconsin’s quirky 
capital city: unique shops and 
ethnic dining, an increasingly 
vibrant performing arts 
scene, University of Wisconsin 
cultural and sporting events, 
and plenty of outdoor 
pursuits, from cycling to 
sailing. It’s a city that artfully 
blends a hip, cosmopolitan 
sensibility with a breezy, 
outdoorsy playfulness. When 
a governor’s aide once 
suggested that “Madison is 
60 square miles surrounded 
by reality,” laid-back 
Madisonians took it as a 
compliment.

Sustain-a-Burger, and freshly 
picked veggies become the 
soup of the day at L’Etoile.  
U of W students stand in 
line for the scrambler and 
pancakes at Mickie’s Dairy Bar 
while a trendier crowd nibbles 
tapas at the Icon. Head to 
downtown State Street for ethnic 
restaurants or Bavaria Sausage 
to taste Wisconsin’s heritage. 
Recent favorites on the foodie 
scene include Sardine, The Old 
Fashioned, Opa Cafe and Lounge, 
and Daisy Cafe & Cupcakery. 

3} University of 
Wisconsin Campus The 
state’s flagship academic 
institution has a picturesque 
setting along the south shore 
of Lake Mendota. Highlights 
include the lakeside terrace at 
the Memorial Union, the wooded 
peninsula of Picnic Point, the 
views from Bascom Hall and 
the freshly churned ice cream 
from the Dairy Science building, 
Babcock Hall. The university offers 
guided walking tours daily.

4} State Street Madison’s 
most well-known promenade 
stretches seven blocks from the 
Capital Square to the University 
of Wisconsin. Closed to auto 
traffic (but open to buses and 
bicycles), it’s lined with eclectic 
shops, ethnic restaurants, cafes 
and galleries. 

5} University of 
Wisconsin Arboretum The 
arboretum’s primary role is as 
a botanical research area, but 
Madisonians treat this 1,200-acre 
property like a beloved park. 
Walking paths weave through 
restored prairie, ornamental 
gardens and along Lake Wingra. 
The lone road, largely closed to 
autos, draws cyclists, too. 

6} A Wealth of Bike Trails 
More than 200 miles of bike 
lanes and paths wind through the 
city and along its lakes. Budget 

Bicycle Center and Machinery 
Row Bicycles offer rentals and 
can suggest scenic routes. Locals’ 
favorites are the lap around Lake 
Monona and the Capital City 
State Trail south of downtown. 

7} The Lakes A chain of four 
lakes lies within the Madison city 
limits. The downtown squeezes 
onto an isthmus between the 
two largest, Mendota and 
Monona. Visitors can enjoy the 
city from a new perspective on a 
boat tour with Betty Lou Cruises. 
For do-it-yourselfers, Wingra 
Boats rents kayaks, canoes and 
sailboats on placid Lake Wingra.

8} Acclaimed 
Architecture Frank Lloyd 
Wright, who spent much of his 
youth in Madison, designed a 
soaring civic center cantilevered 
over Lake Monona. His vision 
became Monona Terrace, 
Madison’s landmark convention 
center. Wright also designed the 
Unitarian Meeting House, some 
area homes and, 65 miles west in 
Spring Green, his masterful home 
and studio, Taliesin. 

9} Wisconsin State 
Capitol A state law restricts the 
height of downtown construction 
projects, ensuring that the 
grand white granite dome, built 
between 1906 and 1917, of this 
Romanesque beauty will always 
dominate the skyline. Visitors 
can explore the Capitol’s halls, 
rotunda, museum and sixth-floor 
observation deck on their own or 
sign on for a free daily tour. 

10} Madison Museum 
of Contemporary Art 
Designed by world-renowned 
architect Cesar Pelli, the striking 
architecture of this State Street 
museum also qualifies as art. Part 
of the Overture Center, MMoCA 
features expanses of glass that 
bathe collections in natural light, 
as well as a wonderful rooftop 
sculpture garden.

10 Top Things to See and Do in 
Madison and surrounding area

The Dane County Farmers Market
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