
Barack Obama Video
BRIAN WALKER: And, again, my apologies on having to break it off. Before we go onto our next pre-
senter, as Sally mentioned, we have a number of videos from various Presidential candidates and we’ll 
see our first one now.

[VIDEO TAPE PLAYS AS FOLLOWS:]

BARACK OBAMA: Hello, everybody. As some of you know, Michelle and I have two young daughters of 
our own. In fact, today was the first day of school so Michelle and I just came back from dropping them 
off. And that’s why I appreciate what Parents magazine and this conference are all about. Because at 
the end of the day, good parenting matters a lot more than anything government can do. And yet I do 
think government has a role to play in supporting parents and children.

Take healthcare. We’ve got 47 million Americans who have no healthcare and millions of families who 
are on the verge of bankruptcy because of their medical bills. That’s wrong. And we should not accept 
that in the richest nation on earth. When I’m President we will have universal healthcare in this country 
by the end of my first term in office. It’s a plan that will cover every American and cut the cost of a typi-
cal family’s premiums by $2,500 a year. And part of the way we’re going to save money is by investing 
in prevention, so that children are going to see doctors regularly instead of having to go to the emer-
gency room for treatable illnesses like asthma.

We can also make sure that every single child in America has a world class education. As President, 
I intend to launch a campaign to recruit an army of new teachers and we’ll pay them better and give 
them more support, and help them reach high standards by working with them, not working against 
them.

We also have to invest in early childhood education. And while we’re at it, let’s finally make college 
degrees affordable and available to every American. 

So these are a couple of the steps our government can take. But the truth is we’ve been talking about 
our healthcare crisis and our broken schools for years, and yet little has happened because we have a 
politics that all too often puts partisan interests and special interests ahead of our families. That’s what 
I’m running for President to change. And if we can do that – if we can put our families first and bring 
folks together to get things done, then whether it’s healthcare or education, or any of the other challenges 
we face, I believe there are few limits to what we can achieve, and few limits to what our children can 
achieve. 

So thanks for all that you’re doing. And I hope to see many of you on the campaign trail in the months 
to come.

[APPLAUSE]


